THE KING WILLS IT

House and bowing, he announced: "A message from
His Majesty the King, sir, signed by His Majesty's own
hand." The Prime Minister then, bowing twice more,
presented the message to the Speaker, who read it out
as follows :

"After long and anxious consideration I have deter-
mined to renounce the Throne to which I succeeded on
the death of my father, and I am now communicating
this my final and irrevocable decision.

"Realizing as I do the gravity of this step, I can only
hope that I shall have the understanding of my peoples
in the decision I have taken and the reasons which have
led me to take it.

"I will not enter now into my private feelings, but
I would beg that it should be remembered that the
burden which constantly rests upon the shoulders of a
Sovereign is so heavy that it can only be borne in cir-
cumstances different from those in which I now find
myself.

"I conceive that I am not overlooking the duty that
rests on me to place in the forefront the public interest
when I declare that I am conscious that I can no longer
discharge this heavy task with efficiency or with satis-
faction to myseE

"I have accordingly this morning executed an
Instrument of Abdication in the terms following:

"I, Edward the Eighth, of Great Britain, Ireland,
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King,
Emperor of India, do hereby declare My irrevocable
determination to renounce the Throne for Myself and
for My descendants, and My desire that effect should be
given to this Instrument of Abdication immediately.

"In token whereof I have hereunto set My hand
this tenth day of December, nineteen hundred and
thirty-six, in the presence of the witnesses whose signa-
tures are subscribed.

"(Signed)   EDWARD, R.I.
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